S E P T E M B E R

2 0 1 3

The

Wesley Messenger
Love God…love others.

Wesley United
Methodist Church
Union City IN

Weekly Schedule
Sundays:

Wednesday programming to
change at Wesley
Autumn is rapidly approaching and we are beginning a new
season of Wednesday night small group ministries! We have
realized that our Wednesday ministry has been trying to serve two
different needs: an outreach to otherwise unchurched Union City
children as well as small groups for our Wesley adults and their
young children. With this in mind, we have held several planning
meetings. The decision was made to establish a two-pronged
approach to Wednesday nights in order to better meet both needs.
Geoff Grow and Rhonda Fields, as our Youth and Children’s
Ministers, will head up “StepUp” at the STEPS building located in
uptown Union City. Any child 2nd grade-12th grade is welcome to
attend every Wednesday night.
The “ReThink” ministry is aimed at adults and will take place
here at Wesley UMC. We currently have four different small
groups planned with the hopes of including more.
The “RePlay” ministry will be lead by Teri Sowinski and will take
place downstairs in the Kid Zone. Any child up to fifth grade whose
parent/guardian is attending a small group at Wesley may attend
RePlay. Lots of fun and learning have been planned.
More information inside

9:00 Sunday school for all ages
9:00 Traditional Service
10:00 Donut Fellowship
10:30 Contemporary Worship
Wednesdays:
10:00 Pastor’s Bible Study
*5:30 StepUp
*6:00 ReThink/RePlay

*To begin September 11
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August Attendance
Date
08-04-13
08-11-13
08-18-13
08-25-13

Traditional Contemporary
Worship
Worship
72
70
81
84

65
80
100
90

137
150
181
174

August Giving
Given towards Budget

Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except
through me.
-John 14:6

$12,369.95

Given towards Missions $1,529.24
Given towards other

Total of Both
Services

$645.00

This year’s VBS was a success!
Thank you to all the teachers, cooks,
group leaders, and anyone else that
helped in anyway. We averaged about
50 children every evening. This was
the first year we held our VBS at
Harter Park, and it was well received.
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Wesley M.A.D. Youth

What: Fun, Fellowship, Music, the Message
Where: The STEPS building
When: Every Wednesday 5:30-7:30 beginning 9/11
Who: Kids 2

nd

th

grade through 12 grade

Free kid friendly meal served from 5:30-6:00
Leaders: Pastor Geoff, Miss Rhonda & Teen Staff
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September Servers
Traditional Greeters
Gene & Mary Zimmers
Kenny & Nancy Ayers

Contemporary Greeters
Sept 1: Orians’/Hardwicks
Sept 8: Hardwicks/Holts
Sept 15: Holts/Websters
Sept 22: Websters/Knoxes
Sept 29: Knoxes/Orians’

Traditional Ushers
Connie Claywell; Larry Lindley;
Kenny Ayers

Children’s Worship
Sept 1: Donna Webster
Sept 8: Jamie Kerns
Sept 15: Alyssa Clevenger
Sept 22: Joyce Husmann
Sept 29: Kathy Moore

Children’s Sunday School
Sept 1: Darla Orians
Sept 8: Scott Rush
Sept 15: Angie Cross
Sept 22: Darla Orians
Sept 29: Kathy Moore
Altar Flowers
Sept 1: Jim Davis
Sept 8: Flip & Penny Hoover
Sept 15: Phyllis Thum
Sept 22: Merna Brenner
Sept 29: Leonard & Janice Fisher

Donut Fellowship
Sept 1: Jim & Nancy Dick
Sept 8: Connie Claywell
Sept 15: John & Angie Cross
Sept 22: Junellen & Terresa Bradburn
Sept 29: HOST NEEDED

What: Small Groups for Adults (Ladies group, Bible
Study, “Book of Mark”, Journal group)
Where: Wesley UMC
Small Groups for the Adults

When: Wednesdays at 6:00 beginning 9/11/14
Who: You
Note: Wednesday meals at Wesley have been postponed
for the time being.
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And unlike the moon, we do have a choice as to
what light we will reflect to those around us.
When we see a full moon it’s easy to admire the
wonder of it. When we encounter others who
reflect God’s love and grace it is easy to admire
their choice and what God has done in them too.
So let’s be intentional together as we choose
the light of God, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior and
friend. Let’s choose to stand in the light of God so
others may see the reflected light of Christ in our
lives and be drawn to Christ themselves.

“Two Great Lights”
In my last article I wrote
about God creating light and
how Jesus is the light, which
sustains each of us. Today I’d
like to take us back to creation
once more to consider another
aspect of the light God created.
God made the two great lights-the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the nightand the stars. (Genesis 1:16)

God bless and keep shining for Christ,

Pastor Darren

And so God created the sun and the moon and
saw that it was good. Now we know the moon has
no internal ability to produce light of its own. And
yet on a clear night when the moon is full we
receive a great deal of light which makes getting
around in the dark rather simple.
The source of the light, as we know, is the sun
being reflected off the moon’s surface. Each
month, as more of the moon’s surface is exposed to
the rays of the sun we receive more reflected light.
The reverse is true as the earth comes between the
sun and the moon at which time we only see a
partial reflection of the sun’s light.
In that Jesus is the “Light of the Word” for each
of us we too have the opportunity to reflect the
light of the Son of God to the rest of the world.
We can reflect God’s love, grace, forgiveness, joy,
praise, peace and so much more. But just like the
moon, if the world comes between us and God
then our ability to reflect God’s light diminishes.
We are each called to turn fully to God and
away from our former lives or the ways of the
world. Some of those ways include greed, lust,
hate,
malice, strife, etc. God
designed the motion of
the earth and moon
intentionally so we
would have seasons
and the phases of the
moon. But we were created
to be fully God’s all the time.

During Bible
School we had a
canned food
contest. The boys
were against the
girls to see who could
collect the most canned food. Thank you
to all of the children who attended and
their generous donations the Manna
pantry and office is overflowing! We
hope this will help get us through the
winter. Though we have plenty of canned
and nonperishable food for now, Manna
could use personal hygiene items like
deodorant, toothpaste, and shampoo.
Cleaning supplies are always in need as
well. If you would like to donate any of
the needed items please place them on the
table in the entry way or on the Manna
desk.
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September Celebrations
Birthdays
2
4
5
6
8
12
14
15
16
18
22
23
26

Selena DeLaTorre
Michael Turner
Jim Crist
Kurt Prescott
Elliott Hershey; Darla Orians
Corey Elliott
Brian Caudell; Mark Gates
Linda DeHaven
Fantasia Schaupp; Amanda Suerdieck
Alberta Lowe; Pastor Darren Williams
Isaac Harris
Todd Keen
Merna Brenner; Violet Suerdieck; Vivian
Suerdieck

Anniversaries
5
5
8
10
12
17
17
18
28
30

Darrell & Carol Drew
Ken & Teri Sowinski
Bill & Valerie Baker
Joe & Amie Wyant
Bill & Debi Wymer
Francis & Sharon Hoggatt
Zach & Jamie Wisner
Scott & Susan Rush
Leonard & Janice Fisher
Todd & JoAnn Keen

What: Small group for kids
When: Wednesdays 6-7:30 beginning 9/11
Where: The kid zone at Wesley
Who: kids whose parent/guardian is in a Wesley small group
Leader: Teri Sowinski
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This past Sunday
Shelly King came
to visit our
Sunday School class
so the kids could present her with the
$150 they raised for P.A.W.S. as well
as a basket of treats and goodies for
the dogs residing in the P.A.W.S.
kennels. She was very happy and
excited about the children’s generous
gift to P.A.W.S. Mrs. King gave each
child a P.A.W.S. ribbon to help
remind them of their kindness and
generosity. The children have
designated their next offering gift to
decorate tables at the Assisted Living.
We will collect our offering and purchase items to decorate the tables in a nice way to
cheer all the residents. We also hope to have enough money to leave a favor at each
setting. The kids are very excited about the neat things they are doing with their
offering. They are making a huge, wonderful difference in the world for God.

Find out what LifeStream
Services can do for you!

Dear Wesley,
Thank you very much for being so
supportive and providing me with this
scholarship to help me with my college
education. The church family has
helped me grow stronger in my faith,
which I will take with me as I begin
my journey. Thank you very much!

The mission of LifeStrea m is to
improve the qua lity of life for people
a t risk of losing their independence.
Please join us at 6pm on Tues, Sept 24
at the Arts Depot in Union City
Sponsored by: City of Union City &
UC Chamber of Commerce

Kavan Knox
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Wesley Youth’s Mission Possible 2014
June 7-June14, 2014
$850/person (includes transportation,
cruise, port charges, gratuities, taxes)
Ports of Call: Miami, Cozumel, Belize,
Roatan, Grand Cayman
See Geoff Grow if interested.

New Way Wednesdays begin September 11, 2013
(Formerly Wonderful Wednesday/W.O.W.)
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a
way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland”.....Isaiah 43:19
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Cast all your anxiety on him
because he cares for you.
-1 Peter 5:7

