
August 2013 

Vacation Bible 
School is here! 

 

Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Union City IN 

God's Big Backyard - We are offering Vacation Bible School for the entire family!!!! 
We will begin by serving you supper at 5:30 and will follow with music, crafts, 
stories, fun, and games that the whole family will love.  
 
August 5-9th 5:30 - 8:00/8:30 at Harter Park in the shelter house next to the pool.  
 
Every evening you attend your name will go into a drawing for prizes to be given 
away at our Celebrate With the Angels/Back to School Bash in Wesley's parking lot 
on Aug. 11th, immediately following church - 2:00. (must be present to win. For 
each new family you bring you will also be entered into the drawing. 
 
We will also be having a Boys vs. Girls canned food drive. All food donations will 
stock the Manna Ministry food Pantry at Wesley United Methodist Church. Winners 
will be given an additional two tickets to be entered into the prize drawings. (must 
be present to win, see above info.) 
 
Please bring your family for lots of food, fun, and excitement. Can't wait to see you 
there! 
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Date Traditional 
Worship 

Contemporary 
Worship 

Total of Both 
Services 

07-07-13 61 67 128 
07-14-13 84 95 179 
07-21-13 82 78 160 
07-28-13 76 61 137 
 

Finance Quick Look 
Budget Needs YTD: 

$119,627.90 
Received YTD: 
$114,410.30 

 

July Attendance & Finance 

Africa University $300.00 
Assisting Others $200.00 
Compassion International $374.00 
Covenant Partners $935.00 
FCA $300.00 
Gideon’s International $0 
Operation Classroom $500.00 
RC Christian Counseling $0 
Real Hope for Haiti $640.00 
UMCOR $903.00 
Children’s chosen Mission $257.66 
Camp/Mission Scholarships $1,725.00 
W.O.W. $375.00 
Manna Ministry $3,661.91 
Wesley M.A.D. Youth $21,707.00 
TOTAL given by Wesley UMC           à $31,246.91 
 

Missions Update (totals are YTD) 
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In  the  beginning  when  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  

earth,  the  earth  was  a  formless  void  and  darkness  covered  the  

face  of  the  deep,  while  a  wind  from  God  swept  over  the  face  of  

the  waters.  Then  God  said,  “Let  there  be  light”;  and  there  was  

light.  And  God  saw  that  the  light  was  good;  and  God  

separated  the  light  from  the  darkness.  God  called  the  light  

Day,  and  the  darkness  he  called  Night.  And  there  was  evening  

and  there  was  morning,  the  first  day.                                                              

Genesis  1:1-‐5  NRSV  

     It's good every now and then to think about where 
we come from to help us understand where we are 
going.  And creation is as far back as one can go.  But 
in just these first five verse of the scripture we find 
a direct link to our future-"Let there be light." 

     Into the void and darkness God spoke and the first 
thing God said was "Let there be light."  God also 
calls the light "good."  Light was necessary, it was 
essential, it would be used to help sustain life.   

     In our world today we face more darkness then 
we might care to admit.  From global political issues, 
war, natural disaters, economic concerns, and crime 
not to mention the personal circumstances we 
encounter from time to time.  When we start to add 
these things up it doesn't take much to feel 
overwhelmed.  We might even wonder if there is yet 
any hope . . . but there is good news. 

"Let There Be Light" 
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     That Good News is Jesus, the light of the 
world.  Even as God spoke light into the world 
God also sent his only son, Jesus, to bring us 
new life and renewed hope.  Jesus made it 
possible for all people to find not only 
forgiveness from sins but freedom to enjoy 
all of creation.  We can enjoy life anew in 
Christ becasue we know Jesus will always be 
with us to strengthen us for all we face.  We 
will never be alone even in our darkest hour.   

     So no matter what is happening in the world 
internationally, nationally, locally, or 
personally we can hold onto our hope which 
comes from Jesus.  He gives life, he sustains 
life, he is life.  Jesus reminds us how the 
moments of each day pass quickly but his love 
for us is forever.  The things of this world are 
only temporary while our life in Jesus is 
eternal.  And one day we will be with Jesus 
where there will be no darkness and we will 
see Jesus face to face.   

     Remember then the great love God has for 
us.  And when the darkenss of the world begins 
to creep in take comfort in Jesus who lights the 
path before us and will lead us home. 

God bless you now and forever, 

                                                                            

Pastor  Darren  
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Traditional Greeters 

Leonard & Janice Fisher 

Spence Family 

Traditional Ushers 

Ryan Prinkey; Chad Spence; 

Steve Spence 

Contemporary Greeters 

Aug. 4:  Hardwicks/Holts 

Aug. 11:  Holts/ Websters 

Aug. 18:  Websters/Knoxes 

Aug. 25:  Knoxes/Orians’ 

Children’s Sunday School  

Aug. 4:  Darla Orians 

Aug. 11:  Scott Rush 

Aug. 18:  Kathy Moore 

Aug. 25:  Angie Cross 

Donut Fellowship 

Aug. 4:  Available 

Aug. 11:  Dick & Mary Wise 

Aug. 18:  Available 

Aug. 25:  John & Evelyn Ford 

Children’s Worship 

Aug. 4:  Alyssa Clevenger 

Aug. 11:  Joyce Husmann 

Aug. 18:  Kathy Moore 

Aug. 25:  Danielle Downey 

Altar Flowers 

Aug. 4:  Kenny & Nancy Ayers 

Aug. 11:  Sowinski Family 

Aug. 18:  Ray & Peggy Griffin 

Aug. 25:  Rick & Connie Gettinger 

August Servers 

This month we would like to thank Jeremy Harris.  If it weren’t for Jeremy 
and his inflatables ministry many of the youth would be unable to attend 
camp or the mission trips.  He has spent countless hours setting up, tearing 
down, driving to, and chaperoning the Youth this spring and summer.   



 5 lorem  ipsum :: [Date] 

1

Our UMC mission statement has 
a second sentence. 
Most people seem to know the 
first sentence: "Making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world." 
Many people do not know that 
there is a second sentence to that 
mission statement which says: 
"Local congregations provide the 
most significant arena through 
which disciple-making occurs." 
Not all disciples are made through 
local congregations, but all 
disciples eventually must be 
linked to a local congregation. 
There was a song written by 
Avery and Marsh years ago which 
said in jest: "I can be a Christian 
by myself, keep my dusty Bible on 
the shelf; I'll sing a song and pray 
a bit, and God will make the best 
of it. I can be a Christian by 
myself." The point of that song is 
that I cannot be a Christian by 
myself, I need a small group to 
hold me accountable, and I need 
a congregation to support, 
sustain, develop, challenge, and 
expand my Christian walk. 
The second sentence of our UMC 
mission statement reminds us 
why we are making "Vital 
Congregations" (I actually prefer 
the terms "vibrant" or “fruitful” 
congregations) such a focus of 
our efforts as the Indiana 
Conference. It is because 
congregations help to make 
disciples, nurture disciples, 
strengthen disciples, and send 
forth disciples to transform the 
world. 
If I could add a third sentence to 
our UMC mission statement, it 
would be "Local congregations 
are also the most significant 
arena through which we transform 
the world." That sentence is only 
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true when we get the local 
congregation focused outwardly -- 
helping those newly-made and 
continually-formed disciples to do 
their part to change the world into 
the likeness of Christ. That 
sentence would remind us that a 
congregation does not exist for its 
own members, other than helping 
them to become better disciples. 
A congregation exists to send its 
members/disciples out to 
transform the world. Mostly that 
happens through our individual 
lives, being a “world-changer,” as 
we said at our Annual Conference 
Session in June, making a 
difference in our own world, our 
network of relationships, our 
sphere of influence, and our 
ministry settings. Each one of us, 
and every one of us, is called to 
help transform the world. Yet it 
often requires being a part of a 
vibrant congregation to do so. I 
can’t do it alone, and neither can 
you. 
No matter how many sentences 
we add to our UMC mission 
statement, it is clear that we are in 
a new day (or a return to an old 
day from our history) when we 
focus clearly upon strengthening, 
growing, multiplying, and 
encouraging our congregations as 
the primary arena for making 
disciples, growing disciples, and 
sending disciples to transform the 
world. Do we still need UM-related 
institutions, denominational 
structures, and other systems for 
congregations to work together? 
Of course, but whenever we allow 
those other structures to think of 
themselves as primary then we 
have lost the power of what it 
means to be "church." Can a local 
congregation become “ill” or 
“dysfunctional” and too focused 
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upon its own existence? 
Yes, sadly that happens. 
But a healthy, vibrant 
congregation helps to make 
disciples and to send those 
disciples to transform the 
world. Knowing that truth 
about the second sentence 
of our mission statement 
means that it is never 
enough just to “go to church 
on Sunday.” 

“The Second Sentence” Bishop Mike of the Indiana Conference  

   "Bam!" That's what 
Pastor Derrick had us 
say instead of Amen 
when he said something 
exciting or good. 
Michindoh was one of my 
favorite church camps 

I've ever been to. The services were 
phenomenal; they got you hooked and 
were not boring. They had an open 
waterfront and water slide and tons of 
other stuff. 
    My favorite part about camp would 
have to be the services, especially 
Wednesday night service. The services 
got you on fire for God and made you 
excited for the messages from Pastor 
Derrick and Pastor Pete. Each service 
usually lasted 2 1/2 - 3 hours. On 
Wednesday night we had a regular 
service and then we had a tunnel called a 
tunnel of fire. All of the adults lined up in 
a tunnel and prayed over us.  It took 
about 10 - 15 minutes per kid. At the 
end of the tunnel Pastor Francis, Pastor 
Josh, and Pastor Derrick would pray over 
you. Pastor Derrick prayed over me.  He 
asked, "Do you like babies?" I said 
“yeah.” And he said God told me that he 
loves the way you are with kids and that 
he is going to call you into ministry with 
kids. I witnessed my first healing that 
night.  It was awesome! 

    ~Ellie Kerns 
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 Birthdays 
1 Angie Davis 
3 Austin Green; Gene Huddleston 
4 Kenny Ayers; Darrell Drew; Vivian Lawless 
5 Heaven Addington 
6 Brianne Turner 
7 Ralph DeVaney 
8 Hayden Downey 
9 Elizabeth Sowinski 
11 Katie Anderson; Ashley Harris; Sam Armstrong 
14 Connie Claywell; Chris Knox; Scott Knox; Dennis Pratt 
15 Shelby Gates; Chad Spence 
16 Ilene Cummings 
17 Kavan Knox; Leanna Vaughn 
18 Tom Kerns 
19 Gary Furby; Novah Mote; Sophia Spence; Jean Warren 
20 Amanda Jones 
21 Jenny Crist; Brad Hoggatt 
22 Diane Prescott 
23 Amie Wyant 
24 Melissa Adelsperger 
25 Maleia Kemp; Kennedy Phillips; Brittanee Schaupp 
26 Ron Holt; Michele Stewart 
27 Jason Brewer; Reagan Hoggatt; Shirley Lawrence 

 

 Anniversaries 
1 Mark & Bev Lenkensdofer 
1 Darrell & Tonya Breymier 
1 Jim & Linda Noffsinger 
9 Sean & Leslie Turner 
10 John & Colleen Butch 
11 Marc & Amanda Mote 
16 Kenny & Nancy Ayers (60th) 
21 Allen & Kim Knox (20th) 
21 Ray & Peggy Griffin 
22 Lucas & Amanda Suerdieck 
23 Scott & Jennifer Bissell 
27 Bill & Patricia Smith 
28 Harold & Jean Warren 
30 Lyle & Judy Gilbert 
31 Rick & Connie Gettinger (50th) 

 

August Celebrations 

Upcoming Festival to benefit Cancer 
Services of Randolph County. 

“Hip Sips” 
Will take place at Wilson Wines on 
August 10, 2013.  Beginning at 
6:00pm and lasting until 11:00pm.  
Tickets are $10, kids 12 and under 
are free.  There will be lots of 
music, craft vendors and food 
available.  Contact the church 
office or Sherry Prescott for 
tickets. 
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The Manna 
pantry is running 
very low, with 

the exception of 
canned 

vegetables.  We 
could use mac & 

cheese, canned pasta, ramen 
noodles, canned soup, any canned 
meat, boxed meals, cereal, or any 
other nonperishable foods.  Cleaning 
supplies and deodorant for both men 
and women would also be helpful. 
  
During VBS we plan to have a 
nonperishable food drive.  This will 
be a contest between the boys and 
the girls.  Each evening they attend 
each person will get a ticket to place 
in a drawing for prizes to be drawn 
during our Celebrating with the 
Angels Sunday, on the 
11th.  Whoever brings the most 
nonperishable food, boys or girls, 
each evening will get an additional 
ticket.  At the end whoever wins will 
get another two tickets to place in 
the drawing.  We hope this helps 
stock our food pantry.  
  
Thank you for your willingness to 
help so many people through this 
ministry. 

WESLEY KIDS 
 
 The Children's Sunday School class has been 
busy learning about how God loves us, wants a 
relationship with us, and how we can implement his 
characteristics into our own lives.  Last Sunday our 
theme was "God Makes A Hero."  For snack the 
kids had Transforming Juice, which was flavored 
colored ice cubes that turned their Sprite colors, 
Vitamins (Skittles), and Power Bars (granola 
bars).  For craft they made "Power 
Pinwheels."  Next week we will be learning about 
Daniel and God's protection over him and his three 
friends in the fiery furnace.  We have a lot of fun 
learning about God and how we can become more 
like him! 
  
 Part of incorporating God's characteristics into 
our lives is learning to help and care for God's 
people and God's creatures.  The children have 
decided to do that by designating their offering to 
less fortunate people and organizations that 
help. The children are getting closer to reaching 
their goal of donating $150 to P.A.W.S. (Pets Are 
Worth Saving).  P.A.W.S. is a no kill shelter that 
helps to find loving, fur-ever homes to stray and 
abandoned dogs.  Before finding their home they 
often have to provide vet care for the dogs as well 
as food and shelter.  This is where the children 
chose to designate their offering.  If you have an 
extra quarter or two please send it with your child so 
they have something to place in the basket when it 
is passed; they get so excited when they are able to 
contribute toward their goal.  We have a graph that 
we color in every week and they love seeing it get 
closer to the top. 



 

 

  

Wesley M.A.D. 
Youth 

1

 The Wesley Youth have 
been extremely busy the past 
couple weeks with the EROBY 
Summer Youth Retreat (camp), 
The Amazing Race, and 
Inflatables. The summer isn’t 
over though; they will also 
wrap up the summer traveling 
to Rochester, Michigan for the 
Encounter Conference and 
doing mission work in New 
York City. Wesley had 10 
teenagers attend camp and 
while there their focus was on 
Romans 12:21 – Do not be 
overcome by evil, but 
overcome (Transcend) evil 
with good! The youth had an 
awesome time swimming in 
the lake, going on the 
waterslide and blob, playing 
basketball and volleyball, and 
most of all worshiping our Lord 
and Savior. The youth is 
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preparing to head up 
Rochester for the Encounter 
Conference where they will 
have the opportunity to hear 
from some awesome men and 
women of God. After leaving 
Encounter the youth will travel 
from Rochester to New York to 
do mission work with Plainview 
Open Bible Church. Please 
pray for the youth as they are 
traveling and pray that God 
will continue to reveal things 
to them as they experience 
Him in a multitude of fashions.  

Wesley UMC 
 515 W Oak St 
Union City IN  47390 

Sundays 

9:00 Sunday School  

9:00 Traditional Service 

10:30 Contemporary Service 
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