Wesley United
Methodist Church,
Union City, Indiana
March 2013

Wesley Easter Services
Sunday, March 31
7:00 AM

Easter Sunrise Service

8:00 AM

Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall

9:00 AM

Easter Traditional Service

11:00 AM

Easter Contemporary Service at West Side
Middle School Cafetorium

Community Easter Services & Events
March 29
7:00 PM

Community Good Friday Service at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Union City, sponsored by
Trinity Lutheran, Wesley UMC, Daystar
Grace, New Hope Fellowship, and Calvary
Assembly of God

March 30
10:00 AM

Community Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by
Wesley UMC at Union City Schools

March 30
1:00 PM

Lion’s Club Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Harter Park
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The Messenger

February Attendance
Date

Traditional Contemporary
Total of
Worship
Worship
Both Services

W.O.W. Attendance
(Worship on Wednesday)

02-03-13

64

83

147

02-06-13

72

02-10-13

69

98

167

02-13-13

67

02-17-13

69

97

166

02-20-13

71

02-24-13

74

87

161

02-27-13

85

February Finance
FINANCE
Budget Needs YTD:
$33,649.20
Received YTD:
$27,025.91
Missions Offerings
$3,560.08

January 2013 Budget Report
January Offering & Tithes

$12,879.98

Parsonage Maintenance/Utilities

-$690.21

Church Building Maintenance/Utilities

-$1,437.35

Church Property Insurance/Work. Comp -$1,770.00
Staff Salaries

-$10,057.87

Outreach

-$639.16

Worship/Fellowship/Communion

-$717.85

Tithe Apportionments

-$1,663.00

Office Operations

-$567.26
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March Servers
Traditional Greeters

Traditional Ushers

Phil & Linda DeHaven;
Darrell & Carol Drew

Connie Claywell; Larry
Lindley; Kenny Ayers

Children’s Worship

Donut Fellowship

3: Kathy Moore

3: Steve & Judy Spence

10: Danielle Downey

10: Lucas & Amanda Suerdieck

17: Jamie Kerns

17: Allen & Kim Knox

24: Donna Webster

24: Ken & Teri Sowinski

31: Alyssa Kerns
Kids’ Sunday School

W.O.W. Cooks

3: Kathy Moore

6: Team Webster/Spence

10: Darla Orians

13: Team Holt

17: Scott Rush

20: Team Kerns

24: Angie Cross

27: SPRING BREAK

31: Darla Orians
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2013 Wesley Committees
Trustees

2013

2014

2015

Jeff Spence

Kelly Baron

Steve Spence*

Kathy Moore

Mike Orians

Jeremy Harris
Kurt Prescott

Finance

2013

2014

2015

Jim Davis

Kenny Ayers

Dick Wise

Casey Holt*

Phyllis Thum

Phil DeHaven

Tonya Harris

Gina Spence

Jamie Kerns
Steve Spence

Staff Parish

2013

2014

2015

Sharon Hoggatt

Tom Kerns

Richard Funk

Janey Carrico

Alyssa Warner

Ken Sowinski

Connie Gettinger
Missions

Memorial

Donna Webster*

2013

2014

2015

Denise Beam

Stevi Hardwick

Joe Wyant

Amanda Jones*

Sherry Prescott

Jeremy Harris

Evan Sowinski*

Sarah Jefferis

2013

2014

2015

Mary Zimmers

Amy Hoggatt

Phyllis Threewits

2013

2014

2015

Chad Spence*

Dick Webster

Linda DeHaven

Geoffrey Grow

Brad Hoggatt

Carol Drew*
Vision

*Denotes Chairperson(s)
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Manna Ministry
Thank you to everyone who has supported or contributed to Manna. You are helping the lives of many people. Thank you for making the people who are attending church
or coming to small groups before receiving help from Manna so welcome. It’s our hope
that we don’t just change their lives for a short time but for a lifetime.
Currently Manna could use toilet paper, shampoo, toothpaste, any household
cleaning items, canned soup, canned fruit, macaroni and cheese, or canned pasta.

Manna Ministry Finance Report for January
January Manna Offerings

$651.16

Manna Payroll

-$250.00

Utility Help

-$296.00

Grocery Help

-$49.83

Fuel Help

-$120.00

Rent Help

-$200.00

Misc Help

-$88.13

“He who is generous will be blessed,
for he gives some of his food to the poor.”
Proverbs 22:9
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March Celebrations
1

Jessica Dean

2

Marjorie Bailey; John Fett; Kierstan Stewart

3

Amanda Mote

4

Kathy Briggs

5

Ruth Schweigert

6

Jim Gilbert; Ariel Luster; Maverick Luster

8

Rylan Mote; Jerry Warren

9

Leonard Fisher

11

Tom Clevenger

12

Rob Breymier

14

Janelyn Greenhoff

19

Rudy Kemp; Clara Suerdieck

21

Polly Buckmaster; Desiree Hardwick; Gina Spence

23

Jim Dick

26

Vanessa Galway; Bill Husmann

27

Margie Addington; Avery Mote; Joyce Powers; Kollin Warren

28

Todd Keen

29

Lois Templeton

31

Paige Doughty

1

Troy & Michele Stewart

20

Dennis & Pam Pratt

24

Curt & Tina Brooks; Mike & Darla Orians

26

Dennis & Ruth Schweigert

29

Ron & Vanessa Galway
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Wesley KIDS
In the Children’s Sunday School class we have continued to
learn about the miracles and healings of Jesus. Recently we
learned about how Jesus helps us to be friends, with everyone;
even people we might not expect. Each child made a t shirt and
everyone in class put their handprint on it and signed the shirt.
The kids really enjoyed this project and they turned out great.
This week we’re going to give a big shout out to Jesus and thank
him for appreciating us even though we’re little and only children.
We are still putting our offering toward buying medicine,
two chickens and a goat for people in underprivileged countries.
Both items cost $100 and we have approximately $65.00 towards
each item saved. We have a graph in our classroom that we color
in each week so that we can see our progress. If you could send
some change with your child to put in the offering basket I know
they would be so excited. Recently Nikki Grow’s grandmother sent
some money she had been saving to contribute toward our offering. She read about our
mission in the newsletter and wanted to help. Thank you so much Nikki’s grandma! The
children were so excited and happy because of your gift. We appreciate you!

“Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."”
Matthew 19:14

EASTER EGG HUNT
For all ages! Kiddie Hunt,
Teen Hunt, Adult Hunt
Saturday-March 30-10:00 AM
Union City Schools

Bring your own basket!!
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A Closer Walk With God
In Genesis chapter six verse nine we are told Noah was blameless among the
people. He was righteous and had integrity. But what made Noah righteous? Why
did he have integrity? The answer is simple; Noah walked with God!
As men and women of faith we are called to walk with God. Through our repentance and through the blood of Jesus we know, without doubt, that Jesus is our
Lord. We know our salvation is assured and we know we have been bought with
the blood of the Lamb. But our efforts in faith and righteousness do not end there.
Our relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit can only grow if we are
willing to spend time getting to know God and what He wants us to do. So how can
we do this? By following a few simple biblical principles.
Walking closer with God requires we nurture within ourselves a deep desire to
learn from God, spend time with God, listen to God, and be obedient to God. Our
next step is to obediently put into action all we've learned, heard, and understood
from God.
Now imagine the wonderful possibilities when we become like Jesus, which is
our call. When we act upon all we have gained through God's grace, God not only
helps us grow but also uses us to help change the lives of those around us as they
too begin to grow in their desire for the Lord. When we put our desire, time, listening, and obedience for and in God into action the Kingdom of God grows.
It all comes down to this: Do we have the desire? Will we take the time? Are we
willing to listen? Will we be obedient? Are we going to act on what we have received? Each of us can only answer these questions for ourselves. And our answers
are very important as they have eternal consequences for us and for those around
us. Therefore we should answer very carefully.
So let's take some time right now and consider the task before us. Let’s take
some time and ask God to help us walk closer with Him.
May God Bless your journey,

Pastor Darren
March Sermons & Scriptures
March 3- “Live in Wisdom” Ephesians 5:15-6:9
March 10- “Be Strong in the Lord” Ephesians 6:10-20
March 17- “Servant Slave” Matthew 20:17-28
March 24- “Who is He?” Matthew 21:1-11
March 31- “The Third Day” Luke 24:36-53
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Wesley M.A.D. Youth
From the desk of Justin Fields…...
This month on February 22 and 23, The Wesley Mad Youth went to Dare 2 Share. I think I
speak for most of the youth when I say that the worship was one of the best parts of Dare 2
Share. The theme of this year’s Dare 2 Share was to Follow Jesus No Matter Where He

Takes You.
Then on February 23, later that night we went to a PreElevate Event. It was along the
same lines as Dare 2 Share. It was about going out and sharing the gospel. And when Josh
was speaking he wanted to know who was willing to be a Revolutionary. And when he
asked he wanted all the kids who were a Revolutionary to run up to the stage. It seemed
that our youth could not get to the stage fast enough.
So I think the overall experience was amazing and it is just so much fun to spend a
weekend with the youth praising our God that we love.

Winter Church Youth Retreat
March 21-23, 2013
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A note from Bishop Mike of the Indiana Conference….
Every trip to the Holy Land brings
new lessons, experiences, and
insights. This year my new insight
was hearing our guide say,
"Maybe the real miracle was the
empty nets."
We were standing along the north
shore of the Sea of Galilee where
tradition says the risen Christ
called out to Peter and the other
disciples who had fished all night
but caught nothing. Jesus told
them to try again by casting their
net on the other side of the boat
(something akin to asking a righthanded person to throw a ball
left-handed). The disciples
obeyed, caught a net-full, and
recognized that it was Jesus himself who had called to them. Joining Jesus on the shore, Peter
heard Jesus ask him three times
(to match his three denials of Jesus), "Do you love me?" Peter got
a second chance to say, "Lord,
you know I love you." Those three
"loves" are also paralleled in the
Shema of the Jews (Love The Lord
with all your heart, mind, and
strength). They also represent the
ever-expanding love the Gospel
requires: to love ourselves, to
love our own flock, and then to
stretch our love to all people. No
matter which the three "loves"
meant, clearly the risen Christ
gave Peter another chance to discover love as the heart of following Jesus.
Our guide pointed out that this
point on the Sea of Galilee has an
abundance of fish – it is near
where the Jordan River flows into
the Sea and brings sediment and
food, so the fish gather and eat in
abundance. Then she said, "Not
catching any fish would have been
a surprise. So maybe the real miracle was the empty nets which
caused them to recognize the
presence of Christ."
Wow! That was a new insight for
me, and yet it rings true. Any-

thing which causes us to notice
God's activity in our lives is a miracle, and oftentimes that happens
when our efforts and ministry are
not achieving results. When
things go well and the nets are
pretty full, we tend to ignore
Christ and think we are doing
ministry on our own. Empty nets
can help us to recognize the
needed presence of Christ.
I am sure all of us in ministry (lay
and clergy alike) have had "empty
nets" times. Such times call us to
try again, to try some new ways
of ministry (the other side of the
boat), to reaffirm our "love, love,
love" for Christ as the heart and
strength of our faith and ministry,
and then to be willing to pay the
price to follow Jesus.
What is the price? Jesus tells Peter that up until now he has
dressed himself and gone where
he wanted to go. The time will
come when someone else will
take him by the belt and lead him
in new directions. When I read
that story, I find myself thinking
of my father in his dementia center where the staff tenderly helps
him stand and walk by holding
onto the back of his belt for support and guidance. Perhaps Jesus
was only referring to the help Peter would need in old age, or perhaps Jesus was referring to the
kind of death Peter would face
(that's what the Gospel of John
says). But hear these words of
Jesus this way:
"Peter, up until now you have
dressed yourself and decided
where to go – even thinking of
yourself as a self-made man in
charge of your own life and ministry. Now it is time for you to mature in faith and allow me to support you and guide you in new
directions. Otherwise you will
keep having empty nets."
I prefer that interpretation, be-

cause I believe our ministry fails
when we fail to allow Christ to
guide our every step – especially
when we fail to allow Christ to
guide us to try again, to try new
ways of ministry, and to expand
our ministry beyond ourselves. If
we allow it, Christ will hold us by
the belt to support and guide us
to new places and new ways of
ministry. We are no longer in
charge, but Christ guides us.
It reminds me of what one of our
retiring clergy said at Annual Conference a few years ago about his
commitment to our appointment
system: "Looking back, I realize
that ministry is about going to
places I never thought I would go,
being with people I never thought
I would know, and discovering
God was already there ahead of
me preparing my ministry."
So ... when we have "empty nets"
times of our ministry, the lesson
seems to be:
Try again.
Try something new.
Look for Christ leading you.
Commit your heart afresh to love,
love, love in our ever-expanding
circle.
Allow Christ to sustain and guide
you.
Maybe there will be full nets
again.
That's the miracle of empty nets.
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The Church of the Brethren
120 E Oak St
Union City, Ohio
Cordially invites all Wesley women
to their Semi-Annual Ladies’ Retreat
on Saturday, March 16, 2013
10:00 AM-1:30 PM
Speaker Lynn Hampshire
will be speaking on
“Are You Using Your Secret Weapons?”
Registration is 9:30 AM-10:00 AM
Complimentary luncheon will be served.
Call Brenda Smith if you have any questions
964-6855

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
$10.00

Qty:____

Name:_______________________________
In honor/memory of:_______________________________
In honor/memory of:_______________________________

Orders Due by March 17

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGEPAID
UNION CITY, IN 47390
PERMIT # 63

Wesley UMC
515 W Oak St
Union City IN 47390

Office Hours 9:00a-12:00p Tues-Fri
Phone: 765-964-4792
office@ucwesley.com

Love God.....love others.

Wesley Weekly
Sundays
Traditional Service 9:00 AM
Sunday School for all ages 9:00 AM
Contemporary Service 10:30 AM
Wednesdays
W.O.W. Meal 5:30 PM
Worship & Small Groups 6:15-7:30 PM

